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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a multi-lingual information retrieval 
system that enables a user to increase in the document selection 
effectiveness by concurrently retrieving a plurality of multi-lingual 
databases based on a request from the user and integrating foreign 
language documents being contained in retrieved results after translating 
them into the user's native language. 

SOLUTION: A multi-lingual information retrieval system translates a 
retrieval request (a keyword) being inputted by a user in a native language 
into more than one foreign language and concurrently retrieves native and 
more than one foreign language documents using the retrieval request. The 
information retrieval system enables the user to effectively obtain the 
information using only the user's native language by translating multi-lingual 
documents contained in the retrieval results into the user's native language, 
integrating the languages, furthermore, classifying the documents into a 
plurality of groups based on contents, and displaying the documents that 
characteristically show each group. 
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